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What Is The Role of Knowledge in Restoration?

Where does it come from?
Who does it belong to?
How do we remember, evolve, synthesize, distribute?

“Public goods”
“non-rivalrous”
“non-excludable”



??

??

??



Culturally 
Constructed 
Niche

“Knowledge
Network
Member”

Cultural
Pattern

Behavior
Infrastructure

the basic physical and 
organizational structures and 
facilities needed for the 
operation of a society or 
enterprise



How do we accelerate
the creation, storage and transfer

of comprehensive, detailed and coherent knowledge 
of ecosystem stewardship 

as a public good? 



• Costs millions
• Institutional siloes
• For reporting, not learning
• Technical materials absent or 

disorganized
• Not adaptable
• Only the raw material for 

learning





Google
• Presumes that content 

exists on internet
• You synthesize alone 

from scratch every time
• No social process



Scientific 
Literature?
• Often abstracted from 

place or practice
• Prohibitively expensive
• Difficult to access
• Limited synthesis



Agency 
Websites?
• Strongly intermediated 

by caution
• Constrained by agency 

mandate and perspective
• Constrained by 

resources
• Changes with 

management



Universities?
• In the business of selling 

knowledge, not giving it 
away.

• As cautious as public 
agencies.

• Often disconnected from 
social-ecological 
systems.



Wiki Wiki Web
• Increase knowledge exchange among practitioners 
• Remove intermediation with transparency and version control
• Wikipedia (2001)
• MediaWiki Foundation
• Salish Sea Platform 2011



Why A Wiki?
• Data structure can be adapted by users…
• Reduces need for intermediation…
• Stable adaptable platform with minimal maintenance…
• Permanent archive…links don’t break….
• Very searchable… always accessible
• Very low cost… $2,400/year
• Extremely expandable…



Wiki Page
Web Browser

Database

Wiki
Engine

The Platform
Public website
“Page” content is text data
Stored in a database
“Rendered” by a wiki engine



Wiki Page
Web Browser

Database

Salmon

Restoration

Riparian

Topic

Wiki
Engine

The Platform
Easy linkage
Integrates media files

Images
PDFs

Multiple editors 
Total version control



The Platform
Stewardship Circle
Operating Agreement

Special Role SER
Consent-based Governance
Can Add New Partners

Substantive Contribution

Paul (NOAA)

Tish (WDFW)

Eric (SERNW)

Harold (SER Global)

Consent-
based 

Governance

??

??
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