
Figure 1 – Snohomish focus areas for 

Federal Coordinated Investment.  We 

have identified areas of overlapping 

interest within the Snohomish County 

side of the Lower Snohomish Basin.  We 

are continuing efforts to analyze 

institutional structures and opportunities 

for interagency collaboration within 

these areas. 

 

Snohomish headwaters are forestland, 

managed regionally through state and 

federal forest harvest regulations.  The 

lowlands contain the greatest overlap 

among salmon habitat, agricultural 

lands, and development pressure from 

population growth—our initial target for 

coordinated investment. 

 

EPA—The Pilchuck River, French Creek 

are the focus of a temperature and fecal 

coliform TMDL study, that in being 

integrated with riparian zone 

management. 

NRCS—French Creek, Lower 

Snohomish, and Lower Skykomish are 

core agricultural landscapes in Puget 

Sound, and are an early action area 

under the Puget Sound Regional 

Conservation Partnership Program. 

NOAA—All areas are priority floodplain 

and rural watershed targets under 

salmon recovery planning. 

 

Notes 
• Woods Creek was excluded from initial 

efforts, because there was stronger 

existing agency focus on the Pilchuck.  

Woods Creek provides a high priority 

hydrologic protection and stream 

restoration opportunity.  The Braided 

Reach of the Skykomish is also a focus for 

salmon recovery, but has a lower intensity 

of agricultural land use. 

• Watershed boundaries are based on 

national Hydrologic Units (HUC12).  Local 

planning uses different boundaries and 

units. 

• Analysis was limited to the Snohomish 

County side of the watershed to improve 

the institutional analysis. 

The Delta 

The Snohomish Delta is a priority for salmon 

recovery.  A series of large dike breaches on 

public land and wet farmland is allowing for 

extensive restoration of tidal wetlands.  There is 

a need for careful planning to manage the 

viability of remaining agricultural areas, under 

pressure from sea level rise and increasing flood 

threat. 

The Lower Snohomish 

Areas at the mouth of the Pilchuck River, French 

Creek and upstream at Thomas’ Eddy are 

opportunities for habitat restoration in a 

degraded river corridor, with flood risks, habitat 

and water quality concerns, and prime farmland.  

Careful consistent design will be required to 

obtain broad gains in ecosystem services. 

The Lower Skykomish 

The area called “Tualco Valley” is a core 

agricultural area with significant restoration 

potential, and existing strong collaboration 

between the Tulalip Tribes, farmers, and the 

county.  A number of exciting projects are 

opening to door to larger scale multi-benefit 

ecosystem management. 

French Creek 

French Creek is a rapidly developing watershed 

with coho and steelhead populations, draining 

into an agricultural floodplain that was once tidal 

swamp, and is now struggling with drainage, 

temperature and dissolved oxygen problems.  

There are significant multi-agency planning and 

regulatory efforts underway to resolve multiple 

problems that span fisheries, water quality and 

agricultural drainage. 

Pilchuck River 

The Pilchuck upstream of the Little Pilchuck 

Creek confluence are a high priority for 

restoration of Chinook and coho salmon 

populations amidst a small farm landscape.  The 

county is investing in project development based 

on habitat and geomorphic assessments.  A 

temperature and fecal coliform TMDL study are 

beginning the French and Pilchuck systems, and 

the Pilchuck is a focus area for state fish 

passage barrier removal. 
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